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The Marine Conservation Society is
delighted to share the far reaching
impact that support from players of
People’s Postcode Lottery has had in
protecting our seas, shores and wildlife.

2018 was an extraordinary year for the Marine Conservation
Society (MCS). Thanks to our highly regarded campaigns,
the unprecedented rise in our profile and the extraordinary
support received from businesses and the public, we certainly
achieved some amazing outcomes. With the support of
players of People’s Postcode Lottery, we were able to make
our flagship Great British Beach Clean event series the
largest ever, doubling the number of volunteers to 15,000
and collecting over 8,550 kgs of litter - a truly staggering
achievement. We had further cause to celebrate when readers
of BBC Countryfile magazine awarded the Great British Beach
Clean “Conservation Success of the Year 2018”.
MCS was in the media on average over 30 times a day, and
our partnership with Sky Ocean Rescue and Ocean Outdoor
helped drive our conservation agenda forwards. We made
significant strategic progress with a new office in London
giving us better access to Westminster and key stakeholders.
We launched a new 5-year strategy period and celebrated
anniversaries for two key MCS conservation programmes: 30
years of Seasearch, the UK’s first citizen science diver survey
programme, and 25 years of Beachwatch, our long running
beach clean and survey programme.
When I close my eyes and think of the sea, I can feel a
salt breeze on my skin. I feel alive and calm. I see surfers,
fishermen making a living, sea birds wheeling and diving. I
can hear delighted children investigating rock pools. I can
smell fish and chips, fresh, tangy sea air and adventure. Your
support helps us to protect all of this and I would like to
sincerely thank players and the team of People’s Postcode
Lottery for believing in us.

Marine Conservation Society
Chief Executive Officer

Together we’re
making a difference
All life depends on the sea, every second breath you
take comes from the sea, and with your help the Marine
Conservation Society spent 2018 working to secure seas full
of life – where nature flourishes and people thrive. Players
of People’s Postcode Lottery are helping us to tackle urgent
environmental issues.

Levels of litter on UK beaches have
doubled in the past 20 years

Some areas of our ocean contain six
times more microplastics than plankton

40% of North-East Atlantic fish stocks,
including those around the UK, are
overfished

Endangered fish species are
still ending up on our plates

Science and people are at the heart of everything
we do and together, with the support of players of
People’s Postcode Lottery, we are making a difference..

Our President says

People’s Postcode Lottery is the single largest
funder of the Marine Conservation Society. Your
players have supported us with a staggering
£1,475,000 since 2014 and we’ve put every
penny to good use.

“The Society has a record of sustained achievement
and deserves the wholehearted, passionate support of
everyone who cares about our marine environment.”

In 2018, together we:

HRH The Prince of Wales

Picked up 764,191
pieces of beach litter

Mobilised 84,604 people
to get involved in marine
conservation
Secured protection for an
additional 685kms2 of our
UK seas, taking the total to
160,000kms2 in Marine
Protected Areas, an area 10x
the size of Wales
Improved the sustainability
of over 300 million
seafood meals

One of our Ocean Ambassadors says
“I’m really concerned about the excessive
packaging that you find in supermarkets and
the way our seas are being overfished. MCS does
a great job in finding solutions to both issues.”
Deborah Meaden, Entrepreneur

One of our Volunteers says
“Beach cleaning is mindfulness made
easy and I recommend it to anyone
needing to empty their head and fill
their soul. It might even change your life.”
Ann Hawthorne, Retired
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During the year we raised £2.7m income, an
increase of 11% compared with the previous year.
This, together with some investment from our
financial reserves, enabled us to spend £3.1m.

Royalties
& other
fundraising

2%

Legacies

7%

Donations
from
individuals

2%

Investment &
trading income

* The Charity SORP requires grants such as those from PPL to be
classified as donations.

£38,000

£12,000

£12,000

Direct impact
Thanks to the support of players of
People’s Postcode Lottery and the
flexible, long-term nature of your
funding we are a stronger, more
resilient charity. In 2018 we used the
support from players to improve our
infrastructure, diversify our income,
increase our membership base, better
understand our impact and raise
our profile.

Infrastructure

Our Ocean Ambassadors taking action

Supporter Base
60%

Increase in members (11,200)

43

Company supporters
A thriving major gifts programme
Investment in trusts and grants fundraising

Looking Forward
A new 5-year strategy

3 Offices
650

Funding Leveraged

Sea Champion volunteers

86 Staff

TV Presenter and
naturalist Iolo Williams
has given his time at MCS
beach cleans and as a
keynote speaker at our
annual celebration event.

Insight

Improved impact and progress reporting

In London, Edinburgh and Ross-on-Wye

Dragon’s Den star
Deborah Meaden got
on the beach and out to
sea picking up litter and
looking for sharks with
MCS this year.

Estimated at

£500,000

Adventurer, author and
TV presenter Simon
Reeve championed our
Plastic Challenge in July.
9,299 people had a go at
living without plastic for
a month!

Paralympic swimming
Gold Medallist, Susie
Rogers MBE, is our newest
Ocean Ambassador
working to promote our
educational work.

PROFILE
2018 saw marine conservation enjoy
massive mainstream media attention.
Sky Ocean Rescue and the BBC’s
Blue Planet II series, in particular,
have increased public awareness
to unprecedented levels. With your
support we seized the moment, raised
our profile and called for action.

We were in the media on average

30 times a day

#STOPthePlasticTide
Our #STOPthePlasticTide campaign was featured on
billboards in prime locations across the UK. Nearly 30,000
people took action to ask the UK Government, pubs,
restaurants and fast food chains to ditch single-use plastic
items. The UK Government launched a plastic tax ‘call for
evidence’ in March and we expect a formal consultation
in 2019.

BBC Countryfile magazine award
The MCS Great British Beach Clean was voted Conservation
Success of the Year 2018 by readers of the BBC Countryfile
magazine. Judge Fergus Collins said: “With the problem of
plastic in our rivers and seas growing ever greater, it’s no
surprise that such an inclusive, positive campaign should
win this category. Any visitor to any beach – or any wild
place for that matter – should be part of this”.

Including 1,947
broadcast appearances

Twitter following grew
by 33% to 40,000

Instagram following grew
by 300% to 15,000

Facebook grew by
27% to 140,000

#MayNotContainFish
To ensure sustainable fisheries post EU exit, we launched
our #MayNotContainFish campaign, which sought to
demystify the proposed fisheries legislation and empower
the public to respond to the Government consultation. An
incredible 19,000 people responded (over half of all the
responses received) to support the requests we posed to
Government and helped ensure the draft law now includes
provisions on sustainable, science-led, holistic fisheries
management.

enabled
impact
We reached

2,353,145 million people
More than 72,000 people took part
in our campaigns
We influenced 141 parliamentarians
and 27 businesses
Nearly 85,000 people got involved
in our projects
We picked up

Go od Fish Guide

Marine Protected Areas

We improved the sustainability of over
300 million seafood meals this year.

There are now 298 marine protected areas
in UK waters.

We reviewed 429 seafood ratings, including 69
new
fish stocks and farms, bringing the number
of Good
Fish Guide ratings to 714.

24% of UK seas are now in such sites.

During 2017/18, 1,051 restaurants signed up to
remove
red-rated seafood from their menus. Tesco agree
d to
stop selling grey mullet as long as it remains
MCS redrated and they changed the source of cod in their
fish
fingers. We launched the Wall of Fame, displa
ying 56
businesses that use our seafood ratings to inform
their
buying decisions. We launched our Good Fish
Finger
Guide, with surprising results - you don’t have
to pick
the highest price tag to get the most sustainable
option.

In 2017/18 we helped secure protection for an
additional 685kms2 of UK seas.
In July there was a very brief window for the public
to respond to a Government consultation on the
designation of 41 proposed new marine protected
areas around England. With support from players
of People’s Postcode Lottery, MCS sprang into
action and led a campaign to urge the Environment
Minister to protect these areas.

764,191 pieces of litter

Education

We engaged with over 14,000 young people.
111 Ocean Schools resource hub members.
Crickhowell High School has learnt all about
beach litter and marine plastics. 150 year 7
pupils visited Ogmore Beach and went on to
design and deliver workshops to the whole
of year 8. They interrogated MCS’ beach litter
data to find trends and pinpoint particular
issues. They extrac ted microplastics in sand
samples and designed a campaign to reduce
beach litter and microplastics.

Water quality
2018 was a great year for swimming and splashing
about in our seas. Water quality is improving around
the UK, in part due to the work of our pollution experts.
97.9% of English bathing waters met minimum water
quality standards.
92% of bathing waters were classified as ‘Excellent’
and ‘Good’.
100% of Welsh and Northern Irish bathing waters met
minimum water quality standards.
Scotland – increase in the number of ‘Excellent’
bathing waters, from 25 in 2017 to 28 in 2018.

An amazing 21,520 members of
the public took part and we have
been assured by the Department
for Environment, Farming and Rural
Affairs that these contributions will
count towards their decision.

Enduring
impact

The Great
British Beach
Clean
Nearly 15,000
volunteers took to
494 beaches and
picked up 8,550kgs
of litter making this
year our biggest
ever clean!

Decision makers, companies and
organisations use our advice to change
laws and policies because it is based
on robust and compelling evidence.
These changes have an enduring
impact on the state of our oceans. In
2018, support from players of People’s
Postcode Lottery was used to mobilise
volunteers around the country to
collect data.

Turtle Tags

Seasearch

Our scientists undertook two
expeditions to tag turtles in the Turks
and Caicos Islands (TCI). We have been
collecting data and tracking turtles
there for more than 15 years. We are
working with the University of Exeter
to analyse the data and determine
what it means for management of
marine protected areas in the region
and for the protection of turtles.

Seasearch ensures that Marine Protected
Areas (MPAs) protect rare, threatened or
declining species and habitats. An MPA
was designated after Seasearch divers
found damage from scallop dredging to
flameshell reefs in Loch Carron.

An SNH diver surveying flameshell habitat
coverage on Loch Carron’s seabed © Rob Cook/SNH

Oceans for People
Volunteers gave nearly

48,000 hours

to support our projects

People and science are at the heart of everything we do. In 2018 we
used support from players of People’s Postcode Lottery to recruit,
train and support more volunteers than ever before. 650 volunteer
Sea Champions from communities the length of the UK helped
advocate our work. Volunteers regularly report that working with
MCS has enriched their lives. We offer meaningful opportunities
to contribute to conservation research and the opportunity to get
outside and be part of a team.

“It feels good to be outside and know you’ve
made a difference, no matter how small, in the
fight against marine debris”

Conclusions
and next steps
This year has been transformational - the future of our blue
planet is now high on the public and political agenda. We
have benefited from unprecedented levels of support,
with our membership increasing by 60% and volunteer
engagement in our Great British Beach Clean doubling. We
have never been so strong yet we have never had to fight
so hard - marine litter and pollution continue to rise, marine
protected areas around the UK are not yet well managed and
endangered seafood is still making it onto our plates. EU exit
remains one of the biggest opportunities and challenges we
have ever faced. We look forward to 2019 with the confidence
that we can face these challenges head on - this year with
your support is going to be another big one!

“P hysically and mentally I feel a lot better.”
“I feel as though I’m making a difference, being
part of a community with similar passions”
“Learning new stuff is a very positive thing to do
throughout your life”
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